
Top prize goes to KHS Television Production Class for Public Service Announcement  
 

Congratulations to the KHS Television Production students, under the direction of Mrs. Christine Cowen, who 
recently became winners of the grand prize for a very special project they worked on together.  KHS principal, 
Mike Waters, shared the contest information with Mrs. Cowen after driving into work and hearing about it on 
his radio station.  94.3 and the amazing team at Prevention First partnered up to encourage high schools in 
Ocean and Monmouth counties to participate in creating a :30 second Public Service Announcement for prom 
safety awareness. The TV Production Club and Class are no strangers to public service announcements as there 
have been projects we have worked on before. Since this was for the radio, the group simply wrote a script and  
recorded their voices to a phone as Mrs. Cowen sent the file to Prevention First using the tag line ñMake prom 
a memory, not a mistake.ò Members of the club, Victoria Gonzalez, Elia Smith, Brianna Roman, Isabella Ja-
cob, Manny Valerio, and Nat Smith all contributed equally and their time came to shine when we found out we 
would be up against Red Bank Catholic, Long Branch, Brick, and Middletown North high schools. Each 
school was invited to the radio stations to record their motivation for the PSA as well as explaining the process 
in how it was created.  Following that, was another day spent in a recording studio where each student was 
able to go into a soundproof booth with headphones and the script to record their parts. Within the next week 
or so, we learned that there would be a special event held in Neptune for all of the candidates of the contest 
with a lovely breakfast and chances at door prizes.  Once the breakfast was coming to a close, several men and 
women gathered to praise each school for their efforts in helping to make a difference in someoneôs life,        
especially  when it comes to making really vital choices such as drug and alcohol use. After Keyport students 
had already won two out of the three door prizes (Justin Bieber concert tickets and a GoPro Camera) they    
didnôt think when the winners were to be announced that they would actually hear their schoolôs name come 
through on that microphone.  It was a very exciting moment for these six, hard-working students who really 
care about each other and their school. Their teacher, Mrs. Cowen was so proud to be recognized by both 94.3 
and Prevention First. The group received a check for $1,000, an engraved trophy, along with tickets to iPlay 
America, Great Adventure, and so much more!! Overall, the commercial itself will be played throughout the 
months of May and June on 94.3.  The  message is for all of those who will be attending prom or who know 
someone who is and how every choice they make can make a difference in their lives and others as well. 
 Kudos to KHS TV Production Club!  May this be the start of many new adventures! 
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Each year the Monmouth County Guidance Directorôs Association takes time each year to   
recognize high school students who routinely put others before themselves. One of the students 
awarded this honor for the 2016-2017 school year is our very own Michael Marx, graduating 
senior. The Caring Award is a recognition award for students who have shown exceptional    
caring and compassion to a cause, group or program during their high school careers. Students 
honored range in a wide variety of interests and personalities but compare in their enthusiasm 
for community service and bettering the lives of others. The studentôs wide range of good 
deeds included: sponsoring clothing and food drives. working with Special Olympics,          
volunteering as EMT cadets and many other worthwhile causes.  The students filmed short    
videos to explain, in their own words, why they were nominated for the award and why they 
felt it was important to help others. Congratulations Michael, you make the Keyport School 
District very proud of your accomplishment. 
 

2017 Monmouth County Guidance Director Association Caring Award Winner 

KHS Student Michael Marx  
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When Michael Wingate earned his diploma as valedictorian of his high school class, he didnôt have a wall to 
hang it on. Hurricane Sandy had destroyed the Union Beach, N.J., house where he lived with his mother and 
siblings. ñMy mother and I were nomads for 14 months, living out of our van while battling FEMA and the 
insurance companies,ò said Wingate, whose father left the family before he started high school. ñTo get our 
house rebuilt was a long, arduous process. I still had my schoolwork to do and was working as a manager at 
McDonaldôs.ò Wingate, the first from his high school to be  accepted to Harvard, is now a junior studying   
government and philosophy, buoyed by the Universityôs Financial Aid Initiative, which has helped him give as 
much to his College experience as he has received. More than half of Harvard undergrads receive financial aid, 
and the majority of students pay only 10 percent of their familyôs annual income, an average of $12,000 a year. 
Students whose family incomes are below $65,000 pay nothing. ñHarvard has allowed me to grow and itôs 
moved back the walls that were confining me in Union Beach, New Jersey, giving me space to expand,ò said 
Wingate, who lives in Leverett House. ñI feel like Iôm a big table in a big room.ò The 21-year-old remembers 
his admission to Harvard as a sort of curious destiny fulfilled years after he first learned of it while watching 
the ô90s sitcom ñSister, Sister.ò On the show, Tia Landry applied to Harvard, but was turned down. Wingate 
planned on a better outcome. ñI asked my mother about Harvard and she said, óItôs the best school in the   
country,ôò he recalled. ñI said, óI want to go there.ôò On campus, he immediately found enriching                 
opportunities, working on Dorm Crew and joining the Harvard Krokodiloes. For Wingate, who sang in his 
childhood church choir and performed in high school musicals, singing in Harvardôs oldest a cappella group 
was a chance to discover strong friendships and new inspiration. ñThe first time I ever went on a plane was 
with the Krokodiloes,ò he said. ñI have traveled to dozens of cities with the group and learned so much about 
people, various cultures, and music.ò His academic journey has been equally gratifying. With a distant eye   
toward law school, Wingate planned to concentrate in government, then found himself enthralled by a         
philosophy course on morality. ñI knew I needed to be studying this,ò said Wingate, currently a fellow at the 
Edmond J. Safra Center for Ethics. ñIôm really interested in political theory, and how that is tied to moral    
philosophy. Itôs very applicable to my life and what I imagine my future life to be.ò Wingate described       
Harvardôs financial aid program as not just generous, but also smart. ñItôs prudent of Harvard to spend its 
funds to help diversify the experience for everyone,ò he said. ñKnowing what itôs like to not have not only 
gives you perspective, but also makes you appreciative of the space youôre in. Everyone is better off for it.ò 
The breadth of his Harvard relationships has left him humbled and forever changed. ñI think about the world in 
a different way,ò said Wingate, who joined the Hasty Pudding Theatricals this year. ñI see problems in differ-
ent lights. The way I read, the way I sing, the way I act, the way I talk has been informed by every person Iôve 
interacted with here.ò 

Former KHS Graduate Talks About His Past 3 Years At    
Harvard University 

https://www.fema.gov/
https://college.harvard.edu/financial-aid/how-aid-works/harvard-financial-aid-initiative
http://leverett.harvard.edu/
http://dormcrew.harvard.edu/
http://www.kroks.com/
http://ethics.harvard.edu/
https://www.hastypudding.org/
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The Spring Pep Rally was full of excitement, fun, and of course, school spirit. This year we have    
implemented ñspirit days,ò rather than ñspirit weeks,ò which have brought about a higher level of   
participation in the school. This winterôs ñflannel day,ò and ñpajama day,ò were both incredibly     
successful and helped get everyone in the spirit for Spring. Before the pep rally, student                   
representatives from each grade got together for a volleyball tournament to gain points for their       
respective classes. The game got everyone ready for the ñSpring Wars,ò pep rally/competition.  At the 
pep rally, there were some fun, spring-themed games that excited everyone.  These games required the 
players to collect as many toys as possible and run around the gym in the process. There were also 
some classics like ñThree-legged Race,ò and ñKnockout.ò  Students and teachers were able to battle 
against each other in these games.  A fun time was had by allé... 
     

The Spring Pep Rally 

Parent Pre-Prom Informational Session 
A huge thank you to all of our KHS parents for attending our parent pre-prom informational session 

"stay in your lane" by Mike DeLeone. 


