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IT IS HARD TO BELIEVE that it is 
fall already and that this is our first 
issue going out to the entire Keyport 
community. The district spent time 
over the summer getting ready for 
an amazing 2019-2020 school year. 
Facility improvements, establishing 
and planning for district goals, and 
curriculum development were some 
major highlights.

Referendum work inclusive of a 
secure vestibule and drainage work 
at KHS, air conditioning at Central 
School, and new secure door locks 
district-wide were completed. Our 
two-year district goals that can be lo-
cated on our website focus on math-
ematics, English language arts, so-
cial-emotional learning, and school 
climate. Curriculum development 
included a new STEAM elective 
and the integration of Fountas and 
Pinnell resources into literacy and 
will support the academic growth for 
all learners. I would be remiss if I did 
not highlight the fact that Keyport 
Public Schools also has attained the 
Bronze Tier Certification of Future 

RESPONSIVE CLASSROOM is a 
new program to Keyport, which is 
being piloted this year in grades 1–8 
at Keyport Central School. It is an 
evidence-based, student-centered 
approach to teaching and discipline. 
The main goal of the Responsive 
Classroom is to create a community 
within the classroom and school, as 
students are less likely to transgress 
against those they know. Research 
has shown that this program is 
strongly linked to improved school 
climate, as well as higher academic 
achievement in math and reading, 
and higher-quality instruction. 
This year, the piloted classrooms 
are focusing on two aspects of the 
Responsive Classroom: morning 
meeting and energizers. 

CREATING COMMUNITY AT KCSFROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

The elementary morning meeting 
consists of a greeting; how the 
teacher greets the student alters 
daily and/or weekly, followed by the 
opportunity for students to share 
something about themselves with 
their classmates. Each daily sharing 
activity varies and the activities are 
brief but inclusive, cooperative, and 
engaging. Another aspect of this 
program is the morning message, 
which is displayed before students 
arrive, then read together with 
students. The message is often tied 
to academic, social, or emotional 
topics.             

The middle school morning meeting 
also consists of an arrival welcome, 
announcements that include infor-
mation such as upcoming school 
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Morning meeting in action
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events and assignments, etc., and 
a whole-class interactive activity 
that connects to the purpose and 
goals of the Responsive Classroom. 
Throughout the day, as needed, 
teachers use energizers, which 
are quick movement breaks to get 
students moving, refocused on their 
task, and to have fun.

The Central School teachers 
who are piloting this program re-
ceived extensive training over the 
summer and will be followed-up 
with additional professional 
development this school year. 
For more information about the 
Responsive Classroom, visit  
www.responsiveclassroom.org.

WELCOME NEW STAFF
THIS YEAR KEYPORT SCHOOLS have added new faculty whom we would 
like to introduce. At Keyport Central School, Mrs. Kim Chudzik is the new 
School Nurse Assistant, Mrs. Stephanie Parson is a guidance counselor, and 
Ms. Kayla Cotone as well as Ms. Danielle Pavlonnis have filled the positions 
of School Psychologist. Additionally, Mr. James Maguire, Mr. Steve Slater, Ms. 
Emily Rollman, and Ms. Angela Pento have joined the Keyport teaching staff. 

Mr. Maguire, a former Keyport High School valedictori-
an will be teaching Global Logistics and special educa-
tion at the high school. Although this is his first year in 
the classroom at Keyport High School, he has been 
coaching football in the district for the past seven 
years. He has been a part of the Keyport community 
his entire life and he is looking forward to giving back 
to this community as a teacher in his home district.

Formerly Keyport’s own math supervisor, Mr. Slater has 
returned to Keyport School District as a middle school 
teacher of mathematics after pursuing educational op-
portunities elsewhere. This is his 14th year in education 
and Mr. Slater will surely make an impact in the class-
room as a result of his vast and varied experience. He is 
happy to return “home” and is looking forward to 
working directly with students in the classroom and as 

the advisor to the STEAM and Math Club.

Ms. Pento earned her Bachelor’s of Science degree as a 
Health and Exercise Science Teaching Major from The 
College of New Jersey in 2014. Since the 2014-2015 
school-year, she has been an Adaptive Health and 
Physical Education Teacher at the Educational Ser-
vices Commission of New Jersey. Additionally, for the 
past five years, Ms. Pento has worked with moderate to 
severe Multiple Disabled and Autistic students ages 

3–21. In addition to teaching at the Central School, Ms. Pento is excited to be 
an assistant coach to the girls’ varsity soccer team and the advisor to Odyssey 
of the Mind club at the Central School. Her philosophy is that health and 
physical education needs to be a priority, especially in a time when childhood 
obesity is at an all-time high. She believes in collaborating with colleagues to 
integrate cross-curricular learning while incorporating up-to-date material 
to keep the students engaged at all times and guiding students on their “life-
long journey to lifelong fitness and wellness.”

Keyport is quite fortunate to add such talented faculty to an already superb 
staff, and we warmly welcome all of our new additions! 

Ready which speaks to the work of 
our district teachers and administra-
tors.

Please support us in developing 
Learners Today…Leaders Tomorrow 
by  following us on Facebook at 
Keyport Public Schools, on Twitter 
@KeyportSchools, and visiting our 
website at www.kpsdschools.org. 
The Community Resource Academy 
is also available to the entire Keyport 
community and can be a great sup-
port in attaining information about 
the district and utilizing our comput-
er labs, so please do not hesitate to 
stop in. 

 
Lisa M. Savoia, Ed.D.
Superintendent

Creating Community, continued from page 1

Superintendent, continued from page 1

https://www.responsiveclassroom.org/about/
http://www.kpsdschools.org
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THE CENTRAL SCHOOL is offer-
ing an exciting new STEAM elective 
class (grades 1–5) and STEAM/
Robotics elective class (grades 
6–8), taught by veteran teacher Mr. 
Doug Chudzik, which will provide 
students the opportunity to work on 
guided inquiry projects that support 
the integration of science, technol-
ogy, engineering, arts, and math-
ematics. This class aligns with the 
New Jersey Student Learning Stan-
dards and provides a project-based 
learning approach combined with a 
multi-disciplinary approach. 

One of the many things the students 
get to do in the class is be architects 
and structural engineers. On one 
particular project, students design a 
structure by drawing up blueprints, 
then are given a limited number of 
materials (like craft sticks) that they 
work with to build their designs. 
Later, the building is tested for 
structural integrity on the “Shake, 
Rattle, and Roll Board,” where 
seismic waves are simulated. In ad-
dition to studying earthquakes, Mr. 
Chudzik’s students will also study 
hurricanes by analyzing the paths 

FULL STEAM AHEAD

GRADE 7  
IS LEADING KCS  
IN ATTENDANCE  
WITH A RATE OF 

99%

KEYPORT PUBLIC SCHOOLS is ex-
cited to announce that Keyport High 
School and Keyport Central School 
have both been awarded Future 
Ready certification.   Future Ready 
is a certification program developed 
in collaboration with the New Jersey 
Department of Education, the New 
Jersey School Boards Association, 
and the New Jersey Institute of Tech-
nology.  To achieve this accomplish-
ment, school districts go through a 
rigorous process to show evidence of 
meeting specific requirements within 
three categories: Leadership, Educa-
tional and Classroom Practice, and 
Technology Support and Services. 
This process provided an opportuni-
ty for the Keyport Public Schools to 
celebrate successes in these compo-
nents as well as determine areas for 
future growth.

At the conclusion of evaluation, 
Keyport Public Schools received 
positive feedback on the submis-
sion. Throughout this meticulous 
process it was evident that the 
caliber of the Keyport faculty and 
staff were strong and evolving to 
meet the needs of our students. This 
accomplishment recognizes the 
contributions of many layers and 
members of the organization. 

KEYPORT SCHOOLS  
ARE FUTURE READY

of Atlantic Ocean hurricanes and 
plotting latitudinal and longitudinal 
coordinates. Some of his classes 
have worked on constructing planes 
out of Legos, like the ones NOAA 
sends out to study the hurricanes. 
Not only are our students having a 
great time in Mr. Chudzik’s class, 
but they are getting career ready!

The district also is running a STEAM 
enrichment program for grades 3–5, 
6-8 and 9–12. These STEAM initia-
tives and inquiry-based activities will 
occur after school and are funded 
through Title I. 

NJSBA Convention Award Ceremony

Lego Mindstorms and 3D construction in progress

DID YOU KNOW?
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KEYPORT.CALM
THIS YEAR, Keyport Schools will be opening 
mindfulness rooms in both the Central and High Schools. 
Mindfulness is a practice that enables students to learn 
awareness of the present moment, body and breath, in 
order to minimize symptoms of anxiety, depression, 
impulsivity. These rooms will be a safe place for students 
to take a “brain break,” practice yoga, meditate, or 
participate in other activities during their lunch period. 
There will be upcoming special wellness events, such as 
Parent Introduction to Mindfulness Night, a Mindfulness 
Watercolor Painting Day, and much more. Results from 
the School Climate Survey led to this initiative, which 
is aligned with district goals to increase the social and 
emotional capacities of our students. It will be funded in 
part by Rutgers University through the School Climate 
Transformation Project.

KEYPORT–UNION BEACH 
MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE
THE KEYPORT MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE Committee 
is the heart of our community’s alcohol and drug abuse 
prevention efforts. We foster collaboration among repre-
sentatives from our local government, school district, law 
enforcement, businesses, houses of worship, civic asso-
ciations, and the community at large. We are committed 
to providing relevant and innovative prevention initia-
tives on a variety of topics that include making healthy 
choices, anti-bullying, drug prevention, and the effects of 
alcohol. Some of our more well-known initiatives include 
Operation Graduation, Steered Straight, the #Kindness 
Project, Red Ribbon Week, and Campfire Kids.

To best address the needs of our students, the Alliance 
works together with the schools. Together, we are review-
ing the integrity and scope of our current prevention ini-
tiatives. With input from our stakeholders, the committee 
has identified some of the best practices and quality pro-
grams to bring to our classrooms that promote a culture 
of inclusiveness and strong character to effectively face 
the challenges of today’s society and a mindful outlook 
that encourages a healthy substance-free lifestyle.

The Keyport Municipal Alliance is proud to present our 
children with quality educational prevention programs 
and to support the efforts of our LEAD (Law Enforce-
ment Against Drugs) initiative delivered by the Keyport 
Police Department. By empowering our youth with 
decision-making information and the ability to make 
well-informed lifestyle choices, we are building leaders 
out of today’s learners. As always, we are committed to 
the success of every one of our students.

READING FOR 6 MINUTES A 
DAY REDUCES STRESS BY 

68%

Mrs. Thein and Mrs. Parson in the KCS mindfulness room

KHS students practicing mindfulness

DID YOU KNOW?
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KEYPORT HIGH SCHOOL offers a variety of organiza-
tions and clubs for students which are designed to offer 
opportunities to develop a sense of pride in school and 
community; teach lifelong lessons like responsibility, 
problem-solving, and teamwork; promote citizenship; 
enable students to take on roles and form relationships 
that are essential to their development; as well as enrich 
their overall high school experience. In late September, 
there was a club fair held in the gym during open lunch for 
the clubs to recruit new members. 

The Gender & Sexuality Alliance (GSA) club’s mission is to 
provide a more open, understanding, and safe place for all 
students. The club, run by Mrs. Christine Cowen, recently 
celebrated National Coming Out Day by selling rainbow 
bagels for breakfast followed by a gathering after school 
for students to meet and introduce themselves. The club 
hopes to attend the annual Monmouth County forum, a 
premier event for New Jersey’s gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
transgender, nonconforming students, and allies. The 
forum will host guest speakers and provide numerous 
workshops for students, educators, and families. 

The KHS Drama Club is planning a trip to see Beetlejuice 
on Broadway in December. Students will get to visit 
Rockefeller Center, see the sights, have an early dinner, 
and cap it off with an amazing performance at the Winter 
Garden Theater. They are also holding auditions for the 
musical, Mama Mia, on November 26th. All are welcome 
to try out for this fun play that features the delightful 
music of ABBA. 

Key TV is a club that informs and entertains by producing 
a monthly show that airs the fourth Wednesday of the 
month. Also overseen by Mrs. Christine Cowen, Key TV 
is a great place for students to learn career readiness skills 
like editing, storyboarding, and graphic design. To check 
out the show, you can subscribe to their YouTube channel 
by searching Keyport High School YouTube online. 

The Book Club, led by Ms. Nicole Seres and Mrs. Jennifer 
Sproat, is excited to read this year’s selection, The Mem-
ory Thief by Lauren Mansy. This club offers students a 
chance to read contemporary, high-interest books and 
talk about them in an informal setting. They also plan to 
run activities like movie screenings and themed lunches 
that reflect the book.

Keyport High School National Honor Society (NHS) 
helped to make our recent Open House a huge success 
by giving tours to our guests by bringing them around 
the high school to visit the different classrooms and 
departments. In the near future, the NHS will be 
organizing a Thanksgiving food drive to provide local 
families in need with Thanksgiving dinners. They will 
be collecting canned goods and other non-perishable 
items, as well as frozen turkeys. Donations are always 
welcome and can be dropped off at the high school or 
contact Mrs. Erica Wesley for more information. Soon 
after, NHS will be running a toy drive for the winter 
holidays, again for local families in need. Unwrapped 
toys will also be accepted!

The Key Club is also asking for donations. They are 
working with the local Keyport Kiwanis to gather sup-
plies to assist individuals that are struggling or home-
less, through the organization Blessing Bag Brigade. 
Ms. Lisa Walllin, the KHS Key Club advisor, is asking 
each homeroom to bring in something different, so 
that they have varied supplies for the “blessing bags.” 
Some of the items include travel-sized deodorant, dis-
posable razors, travel-sized toothpaste, toothbrushes, 
travel-sized shampoo, mens’ socks, water bottles, and 
packaged snack foods like granola and protein bars. The 
Key Club also trick-or-treated for UNICEF by collecting 
spare change. “Every dollar makes a difference” and 
monies collected will go directly to UNICEF and benefit 
children by providing them with clean water, therapeu-
tic food, and more. The Key Club also participated in 
a Halloween candy give back, by collecting unwanted 

HIGH SCHOOL CLUBS OFF TO BUSY START

Key Club members

Continued on next page
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KEPORT HAD MANY successes 
this fall season thanks to our 
many talented athletes and 
coaches. This year, Mr. Phil 
Recco was named the B North 
Shore Conference Division Girls 
Volleyball Coach of the Year, 
as he was recognized by other 
coaches within the division. Mr. 
Recco, along with his assistant 
coach, Ms. Deboney Braithwaite, took over the program 
in 2017. At that time the Girls Volleyball Team was still a 
young and developing sport at KHS. Since then, the team 
has put in a tremendous amount of time practicing in 
the summer, playing in summer leagues, and putting in 
hard work during the season which has led them to their 
best record ever in KHS history. As well as team growth, 
individually five girls, including Chelsea Geyer who 
was named an All-Division player, have achieved and 
surpassed school records. The team has won a school 
record 11 games thus far this season and qualified for the 
state playoffs. Mr. Recco has said that it is, “an exciting 
time for us, showing that all of our hard work really paid 
off,” and is extremely honored by his award. He would 
also like to acknowledge the seniors, whose actions on 
and off the court have laid the groundwork for the future 
success of the team.

KHS FALL ATHLETIC  
HIGHLIGHTS

KHS ALUMNI FIELD  
HOCKEY GAME RETURNS
A NEW EVENT was added to this year’s Homecoming 
celebration. On Saturday October 12, the Keyport High 
School Field Hockey team hosted an alumni field hockey 
game. This tradition was resurrected by new KHS 
Assistant Field Hockey Coach Janet Gallo, who is a KHS 
field hockey alumni herself and substitute teacher in the 
district. The alumni won the game against the current 
KHS Varsity team.  Many alumni played but many more 
alumni and their families came to watch. Former teacher 
and coach, Sal Principe even came all the way from 
Florida to referee the game! There was also a moment of 
silence for the players that we have lost. We look forward 
to growing this event and making it an annual event.

Mr. Phil Recco.

Fall girls volleyball team

First annual field hockey alumni game

candy to send to U.S. troops stationed overseas through 
Operation Gratitude. 

On October 26th, the Environmental Club, also run by 
Ms. Wallin, took part in a Beach Sweep at Cedar Street 
in Keyport.  The Environmental Club cooperates with 
Clean Ocean Action to help keep our local beaches and 
waterfronts clean. Shoppers, keep a look out, as the 
Environmental Club will be holding a recycled craft sale 
in time for the holidays!

These are just some of the great things that are hap-
pening in our organizations and clubs after school and 
during the open period at KHS. For more information, 
visit the Keyport High School web page. 

KHS Clubs  continued from page 5
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The Boys Soccer team also had their best year ever in the 
existence of its program. Over the season, the team had 
big wins against Red Bank Catholic and Asbury Park, and 
ultimately went to the state playoffs where they faced a 
tough match-up against an opponent ranked third in the 
state. Despite that loss, the team fought valiantly and left 
it all on the field. Keyport’s starting lineup was composed 
entirely of seniors. Newcomer Adrian Sabatino was a 
leader in scoring goals and tri-captains Jared Sheridan, 
Sal Tornetto, and Angelo Madrigal all had exceptional 
seasons as well. All of the seniors will be sorely missed, 
but head Coach Brendan Hilliard and the team are opti-
mistic about the future of the program.

The Girls Soccer team likewise experienced success this 
fall. They had an exciting win over the competitive Ran-
ney team and despite a losing record overall, the team 
played with determination and put a lot of hard work and 
effort in all season long. Seniors Gracie Blevins, Olivia 

KHS FALL ATHLETIC  
HIGHLIGHTS

FRESHMEN CLASS IS 
LEADING KHS WITH AN 
ATTENDANCE RATE OF 

95 %

DID YOU KNOW?

KHS cheer team

2019 KHS boys soccer team 2019 KHS girls soccer team

Mantino, Mikayla Germek and Angie Vega will also be 
missed. 

The Girls Field Hockey team, a young group, showed 
a lot of growth over the course of the season. Led by 
Jordan Smith, Morgan Walling, and Sam Ryan, the team 
won their final game against Lakewood, which was also 
their Senior Game. The KHS Football team struggled 
this season but played with heart and was able to defeat 
Pinelands and first-place Asbury Park. Devon Mezza, as 
always, gave an outstanding performance throughout 
the season. This year’s losses however are motivation to 
come back stronger next year and many starters will be 
returning. 

Finally, the Cheerleading team recently held tryouts for 
their competition season. They look forward to compet-
ing in five different tournaments this winter. 

Congratulations to all of our athletes and their coaches 
for representing Keyport as they do.
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BOARD OF EDUCATION
Cecil Bright, President

Jack Hausmann, Vice President 
Ann M. Panzarelli • Laura Abrahamsen
Elena Malinconico • Patrick Moroney

Joseph Stahley • Kim Kutschman
Courtney White

Anthony Rapolla, Business Administrator
James McGrogan, UB Representative

We would like to thank Maschio’s Food 
Service for co-sponsoring this edition of 
Keynotes! They continue to provide  
excellent service while serving nutritious 
and tasty meals to our students and staff. 

2019–2021 DISTRICT GOALS
1

To improve academic achievement in Mathematics for 
all learners and to improve responsive teaching and 

classroom data driven decision making.
 
2

To improve academic achievement in English Language 
Arts for all learners and to solidify a comprehensive, 

responsive literacy approach at all grade levels.

3

To establish a district wide infrastructure that supports 
and strengthens the social emotional capacities of our 
students and improves school culture and climate in 

Keyport Public Schools.

Interested in receiving future 
editions of Keynotes by email?  
Visit tinyurl.com/Keynotes19-20 
to enter your email address. 
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