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The American Colonies and England
Objectives
• Explore how English traditions influenced the 

development of colonial governments.

• Analyze the economic relationship between 
England and its colonies.

• Describe the influence of the Enlightenment 
and the Great Awakening on the 13 colonies.

Terms and People
Magna Carta
Parliament
English Bill of Rights
habeas corpus
salutary neglect

mercantilism
Navigation Acts
Enlightenment
Benjamin Franklin
Great Awakening

Reading Skill: Identify Supporting 
Details Use the format below to outline the 
section’s main ideas and supporting details.

Why It Matters During the eighteenth century, the colonists
looked to England as their model for literature, government, and
their economy. Important English documents, such as the Magna
Carta and the English Bill of Rights, were the basis of colonial gov-
ernment and law. In addition, the colonial economy was dependent
on trade with England. Although the relationship between England
and the 13 colonies was a close one, during the 1700s, the distant
American colonies began to form their own ideas about government
and the economy. Section Focus Question: How did English ideas about
government and the economy influence life in the 13 colonies?

Government in the Colonies
England developed an empire of many disunited colonies during

the 1600s. Lacking money, the English Crown granted charters to
private companies or lords proprietors, individuals who supported
the monarchy. Compared to the Spanish or French, the English
monarch exercised little direct control over the colonists.

Traditions of English Government Also unlike the kings of
France and Spain, the English monarchs were bound to uphold the
provisions of the Magna Carta, a document English nobles forced
King John to accept in 1215. The Magna Carta protected English
nobles by limiting the king’s ability to tax them and by guarantee-
ing due process, or the right to a trial. Before levying a tax, the king
needed the consent of the nobles.

An Illegal Trade
According to English law, the colonies could 
import manufactured goods only through English 
ports, where an additional tax was collected. Yet, 
the letter below holds that colonial importers 
evaded the law.

“. . . There has lately been carried on here a large 
illicit [illegal] trade. . . .

A considerable number of ships have . . . lately 
come into this country directly from Holland, 
laden . . . with reels of yarn or spun hemp, paper, 
gunpowder, iron, and goods of various sorts used 
for men and women’s clothing.”

—William Bollan, advocate general
of Massachusetts, 1743

American colonists imported English pottery. �

�  At busy colonial ports, merchants shipped raw materials to 
England and received manufactured goods from England.

Objectives
As you teach this section, keep students 
focused on the following objectives to help 
them answer the Section Focus Question 
and master core content.

• Explore how English traditions influenced 
the development of colonial governments.

• Analyze the economic relationship 
between England and its colonies.

• Describe the influence of the Enlighten-
ment and the Great Awakening on the 
13 colonies.

Prepare to Read
 

Background Knowledge
Tell students that the colonists in Amer-
ica modeled their institutions and cul-
ture on those of England. Ask students 
why the American colonists would have 
looked to England as their model.

Set a Purpose
� WITNESS HISTORY Read the selec-

tion aloud, or play the audio.

 

Witness History Audio CD, 
An Illegal Trade

Ask From which country did 
the ships come and what illegal 
goods were they carrying? 
(Holland; yarn, hemp, paper, gun-
powder, iron, and dry goods) If the 
colonists considered themselves 
English, why would they defy 
English law? (Sample: They did not 
want to pay the import duties, and 
since they were far from England, 
they probably thought their failure to 
pay would be overlooked.)

� Focus Point out the Section Focus 
Question and write it on the board. 
Tell students to refer to this ques-
tion as they read. (Answer appears 
with Section 2 Assessment answers.)

� Preview Have students preview 
the Section Objectives and the list 
of Terms and People.

�  
 

Using the Guided 
Questioning strategy (TE, p. T20), 
have students read this section. As 
they read, have students outline the 
section’s main ideas and supporting 
details. Reading and Note Taking 
Study Guide

Use the information below and the following resource to teach students the high-use word 
from this section. Teaching Resources, Vocabulary Builder, p. 11

High-Use Word Definition and Sample Sentence
 

assert v. to state positively; declare
Many immigrants came to the American colonies during the 1700s to assert 
their freedom.

L3
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After the Magna Carta, a council of nobles continued to advise English mon-
archs. The nobles also maintained the right to approve taxes—one of their most
important powers. During the 1300s, the council of nobles gained more power and
evolved into the lawmaking body known as Parliament. The English Parliament
became a bicameral, or two-house, legislature. Members of the House of Lords
were nobles, who inherited their positions, and church leaders. Commoners
elected members of the House of Commons. However, only men with property
could vote. Although this limited the number of eligible voters, England allowed
more people to vote than any other European nation at the time.

A Measure of Self-Rule in America Although they were thousands of miles
away from their homeland, most settlers in the North American English colo-
nies asserted that they were entitled to the same rights as any other English
subject. Nevertheless, the type of government in the American colonies varied
from region to region.

In New England, the Puritans established republics with elected governors.
Elsewhere, the distant Crown or lords proprietors appointed the governor of a col-
ony. But that governor had to share power with the propertied colonists. Those col-
onists refused to pay taxes unless authorized by their own elected representatives
in a colonial assembly. Colonists also claimed they were protected by English com-
mon law, which emphasized individual liberties.

King James II Asserts Royal Power In 1685, James II became king of
England and tried to rule without Parliament. An open Catholic, he alarmed the
Protestant majority of England. The new king also tightened control over the
New England Colonies by revoking their government charters. Then, he com-
bined them with New York and New Jersey into a larger colony known as the
Dominion of New England. The Dominion replaced the colonies’ elected assem-
blies with a Crown-appointed governor-general and council. The Dominion
angered the colonists, who insisted upon their right to refuse to pay taxes unless
approved by their own elected representatives.

The Glorious Revolution Results
in a Bill of Rights In 1689, the colo-
nists learned that James II had been
overthrown in England in a coup called
the Glorious Revolution. The plotters
replaced him with two Protestant mon-
archs, King William and Queen Mary.
The new monarchs promised to coop-
erate with Parliament and to support
the Anglican church. William and Mary
also agreed to sign an English Bill of
Rights, a document guaranteeing a num-
ber of freedoms and restating many of
the rights granted in the Magna Carta.
These rights included habeas corpus,
the idea that no one could be held in
prison without being charged with a
specific crime. The English Bill of Rights
also stated that a monarch could not
keep a standing army in times of peace
without Parliament’s approval. (See the
primary source at right.)

The English Bill of Rights
The Glorious Revolution ousted 
James II. King William and Queen Mary 
took the throne and signed the English 
Bill of Rights. A few of the provisions of the 
Bill of Rights appear below.

“That levying 
money for or to the use of the Crown by 
pretence of prerogative, without grant of
Parliament . . . is illegal;
That the raising or keeping a standing army within the kingdom in time 
of peace, unless it be with consent of Parliament, is against law;
That excessive bail ought not to be required, nor excessive fines 
imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted;”

—English Bill of Rights, 1689

Vocabulary Builder
assert–(uh SURT) v. to state 
positively; declare

Teach
 

Government in 
the Colonies

Instruct
� Introduce: Key Terms Point 

out the key terms Magna Carta, 
Parliament, and English Bill of 
Rights (in bold) in the text. Explain 
that these English documents and 
institution guaranteed certain 
rights to the English people. Have 
students predict the types of rights 
that would have been guaranteed.

� Teach Tell students that the liber-
ties enjoyed by the English people 
developed over many centuries of 
struggle between citizens and the 
monarchy. Discuss the evolution of 
the English government, describing 
the protection of the Magna Carta, 
the powers of Parliament, and the 
events that led to the signing of the 
English Bill of Rights. Ask What 
was the importance of the Magna 
Carta and the English Bill of 
Rights to American colonists? 
(Both protected the English people 
against unlimited government 
power. As English citizens, American 
colonists enjoyed the same rights 
granted to English people who lived 
in England.) Have students read the 
Primary Source quotation on this 
page. Have them list some of the 
rights conferred by the English Bill 
of Rights and describe how they 
affected the colonists. How might 
the policy of salutary neglect 
have been good for the colonists, 
but bad for the English govern-
ment? (Possible response: It allowed 
the colonies self-rule, but it created a 
situation in which the colonists 
became so used to running their own 
affairs that later intervention by 
England was resented.) Ask How did 
the Magna Carta and the English 
Bill of Rights make England’s 
colonial rule different from that 
of France or Spain? (The French 
and Spanish monarchs maintained 
tighter control over their colonists, 
who had fewer individual rights.)

Doing the King’s Business Today Many of the 
early American colonies were proprietary colonies. 
New Jersey was also part of a proprietary colony 
granted by Charles II to his brother James, who gave 
it to two friends, Sir George Carteret and Lord Berke-
ley; Berkeley later sold his half to a group of English 
Quakers. When it became a royal colony in 1702, the 
proprietors lost the right to govern, but retained their 
rights to the land. Two corporations were formed, the 
East and West Jersey Proprietors, to control the land 
that had not yet been sold. The East Jersey Proprietors 

disbanded in 1998. However, the West Jersey propri-
etors still meet each April 10 to conduct “colony busi-
ness” as they have done since 1688. The West Jersey 
Proprietors still control some small parcels of land that 
have remained unsold since the time of the king’s grant.

Today, there is not much for the West Jersey Propri-
etors to do at their annual meetings: very little land 
to grant and none of the monarch’s business to con-
duct. However, the tradition continues, a holdover from 
a land grant made more than three centuries ago.

L3
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� Quick Activity Discuss the case 
of John Peter Zenger. Ask students 
whether this type of arrest could 
happen today. Have students also 
discuss whether freedom of the press 
is as important as the individual 
freedoms guaranteed in the English 
Bill of Rights.

Independent Practice
� Have students read the worksheet 

Link to Literature: The Magna Carta 
and the English Bill of Rights and 
answer the questions. Teaching 
Resources, p. 17

� To enrich and extend the material 
in the Infographic, have students 
access the History Interactive at 
Web Code nep-0114. After they 
experience the History Interactive, 
ask them to share their reactions 
by answering questions such as 
these: How did Ancient Greece 
and Rome influence American 
democracy? What types of ideas 
about government have Judeo-
Christian roots?

Monitor Progress
As students work on their outlines, cir-
culate to make sure that they record 
all main ideas and important support-
ing details, and that they use the cor-
rect outline format. For a completed 
version of the outline, see Note Taking 
Transparencies, B-24.

Answers

Thinking Critically
1. The Magna Carta and English Bill of Rights 

limited English monarchs by giving citizens 
certain rights where before the king or 
queen had supreme authority.

2. Values of Locke: All people have natural 
rights and they have the right to overthrow 
a government that violates those rights; 
Values of Montesquieu: The government’s 
powers should be clearly defined and 
limited.

L1
 

Special Needs Students L2
 

English Language Learners L2
 

Less Proficient Readers

Organize students in pairs, and have partners review 
the Infographic on this page. Ask each pair of stu-
dents to take turns reading the titles and extended 
captions below each illustration. Then, have students 
take turns quizzing each other on the content. Have 
one student cover the caption, as the other student 
uses the illustration and title as clues to summarize 
how that movement, person, or tradition contributed 

to democracy in England, and ultimately, in America. 
Then, instruct students to read the worksheet Link to 
Literature: The Magna Carta. Have them answer the 
questions about this key document in the develop-
ment of the rights of English people. Ask students 
to list any difficult terms or phrases, and then review 
the lists together with students in small groups. 
Teaching Resources, p. 16

INFOGRAPHICINFOGRAPHIC

The values found in the Bible, 
including the Ten Commandments 
and the teachings of Jesus, 
inspired American ideas about 
government and morality. 

Ancient Greek democracy and 
Roman republicanism have 
influenced American government. Two key English documents inspired Americans. 

The Magna Carta (1215) and the English Bill of 
Rights (1689) guaranteed certain rights to citizens, 
including the right to trial by jury. The ideas of a 
two-house lawmaking body and voting 
rights also influenced Americans.

Two Enlightenment philosophers who 
influenced American ideas about 
government were John Locke and 
Baron de Montesquieu. Locke stated 
that all people have natural rights and 
that if a monarch violates those rights, 
then the people have the right to 
overthrow the monarch. Montesquieu 
declared that the powers of government 
should be clearly defined and limited. 

Although the United States is more than 200 years old, 
the ideas of democracy and representative government 
are far older. The roots of democracy reach back to 
civilizations in southwest Asia and Europe. 

Thinking Critically
1. Draw Conclusions  How did the 

Magna Carta and the English Bill of 
Rights limit English monarchs?

2. Make Inferences  What Enlighten-
ment values appear in the Declaration 
of Independence?

For: More about the roots of democracy
Web Code: nep-0114

hsus_te_ch03_na_s02_s.fm  Page 74  Friday, April 27, 2007  12:17 PM



Chapter 3 Section 2 75

1651

1660

1663

1733

The Navigation Acts

Dried tobacco leaves

Brown rice

Sugar

Goods imported to England from Asia, Africa, and the 
Americas could be transported only in English ships.

The American colonies could export sugar, tobacco, 
cotton, and indigo only to England.

All foreign goods shipped to the colonies had to pass 
through English ports where a duty was collected.

Duties were increased on sugar traded between the
French Indies and the American colonies.

News of the English upheaval inspired rebellions among colonists in Massa-
chusetts, New York, and Maryland. In Boston, colonial militia arrested the
king’s appointed governor-general, the hated Sir Edmond Andros.

All the rebels claimed loyalty to the new monarchs. And Protestant rebels in
Maryland were delighted when William and Mary converted their colony into a
royal colony. The new monarchs merged the Massachusetts and Plymouth colo-
nies into a single royal colony, called Massachusetts. The new charter provided a
royal governor assisted by an appointed council and an elected assembly. The
assembly was permitted to choose council members, subject to the governor’s
approval. The king let Rhode Island and Connecticut keep their old charters,
which allowed them to elect their governors as well as their assemblies.

Compromise was harder in New York. There, the leader of the rebellion, Jacob
Liesler, had seized the position of governor. Liesler, however, made many polit-
ical enemies. When England appointed a new governor, Liesler was made to
surrender. He was quickly tried, convicted, and executed in 1691. That hasty
trial and execution left a bitter legacy. For the next generation, Liesler’s sup-
porters and enemies feuded, souring politics in New York.

The Glorious Revolution encouraged England to adopt a colonial policy that
historians would later call salutary neglect. England allowed its colonies local
self-rule. In return, the Crown expected colonial cooperation with its economic
policies and assistance in the empire’s wars against France and Spain.

Freedom of the Press About 50 years after the Glorious Revolution, conflict
broke out between the English-appointed governor and colonists in New York
City. In 1734, articles criticizing the governor appeared in the New York Weekly
Journal, a newspaper printed by John Peter Zenger. Although Zenger did not
write the articles, the governor had Zenger imprisoned for libel—printing false-
hoods that are intended to damage a person’s reputation. He sat in jail for eight
long months awaiting trial. When Zenger came to trial, his lawyer argued that
the articles were not libelous but truthful. The jury agreed and found Zenger not
guilty. Today, Zenger’s case is considered an early victory for freedom of the press.

How did the Glorious Revolution affect the 13 colonies?

England’s Economic Relationship 
With the Colonies

England’s colonization of the Americas was driven in
large part by financial concerns. The purpose of the English
colonies was to increase the wealth and power of England—
the mother country. The economic policy of mercantilism
supported those ideas.

Mercantilism Drives the British Economy The policy
of mercantilism holds that a nation or an empire could build
wealth and power by developing its industries and export-
ing manufactured goods in exchange for gold and silver.
This policy encouraged monarchs to minimize imports from
rival empires and to drive those rivals out of colonial mar-
kets. By selling more than it purchased, the empire could
build wealth in the form of gold or silver.

In general, the colonies fit nicely into the mercantile sys-
tem because they offered different economic strengths to
the empire. In England, land was scarce whereas people

Chart Skills The Navigation Acts 
were a series of laws that regulated 
trade between Britain and the colonies.
What benefits did the act 
passed in 1663 provide to 
Britain? How did it affect 
the colonies?

England’s Economic 
Relationship With 
the Colonies

Instruct
� Introduce: Key Term Tell stu-

dents that just as England had a 
political relationship with its colo-
nies, it also had an economic one. 
Have students locate the key term 
Navigation Acts (in bold), and read 
what the Acts stipulated. Discuss 
why the Navigation Acts might 
lead to conflict between England 
and its colonies.

� Teach Note that mercantilism 
was a major economic policy of the 
seventeenth and eighteenth centu-
ries. Ask How did mercantilism 
work? (A nation built wealth and 
power by developing its industries 
and exporting manufactured goods 
in exchange for gold and silver.) 
How did the American colonies 
fit into the mercantilist system? 
(The colonies provided England with 
raw materials for its factories and 
markets for English goods.) Have stu-
dents describe how the Navigation 
Acts and the consumer revolution 
affected England and the colonies. 
Who benefited more from mer-
cantilism: the American colo-
nists or the British? Explain. 
(Sample response: The colonists were 
able to obtain a greater range of 
goods at cheaper prices as Britain 
expanded its manufacturing and 
shipping, and colonists could sell raw 
materials. However, the British prob-
ably enjoyed the greater benefit 
because they owned the factories 
and ships.)

Answers

Chart Skills The English made money by 
collecting the import duty, which led to an 
increase in the economy. The act affected 
the colonies by making some goods more 
expensive. Because a duty had to be paid as 
goods came into and passed out of England, 
the expense was probably passed on to the 
consumer.

 

Rebellions occurred in several colonies, 
and then the new English government 
reorganized some colonial governments. 
England also adopted a policy of salu-
tary neglect, which allowed the colonies 
self-rule.

L4
 

Advanced Readers L4
 

Gifted and Talented Students

Instruct students to write an essay that compares the 
economic policy of mercantilism to the general eco-
nomic policy the United States follows today. That 
policy favors globalization of manufacturing and trade 
and the importing of many manufactured goods rather 
than producing them at home. Have students answer 
questions such as the following: Does the United 
States today promote growth of homegrown industries 
to produce manufactured goods for export? Does the 

United States minimize the import of manufactured 
goods, especially from economic and political rival 
countries? Is the United States selling more than it 
purchases, or vice versa? Is the United States eco-
nomic policy mercantilist?

After comparing mercantilism and the globalization 
of manufacturing and trade, ask students to give 
their opinions about which system is most likely to 
increase the wealth of a nation, and why.

L3
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were numerous, which meant that labor was cheap. Money for investment was
abundant. This combination favored the development of industry. In the colo-
nies, however, there was more land but fewer people and less money for invest-
ment. That combination favored agriculture. As a result, more than 90 percent
of the colonists lived and worked on farms or plantations. They exported their
produce in ships to buy tropical goods from Africa or the Caribbean or manufac-
tured goods from England.

The Navigation Acts Regulate Trade The English regarded colonial com-
merce as the key to imperial power. By controlling colonial trade, they could col-
lect more customs duties—taxes on imported goods. They used this money to
build a stronger navy, which enabled them to defeat the Dutch and later the
French. To obtain more sailors, ships, and trade, Parliament in the mid-1600s
enacted a series of trade laws called the Navigation Acts.

The Navigation Acts stated that only English ships with English sailors could
trade with English colonies. The acts also specified that especially valuable
colonial goods, including tobacco and sugar, be shipped only to the mother coun-
try. Colonial ships were free to take their other products elsewhere. For exam-
ple, New Englanders could export fish to Portugal and Spain.

Finally, the colonies had to import all their European goods via an English port,
where they paid customs duties. For example, if a Virginian wanted a bottle of
French wine, the wine had to come to America by way of an English port, rather than
directly from France. Violators risked the confiscation of their ships and cargoes.

The Navigation Acts promoted the dramatic growth of English colonial com-
merce and the nation’s prosperity. During the 1600s, English merchant ship-
ping doubled. The value of imports and exports increased at least sixfold. In
1600, England had been a relatively poor nation, trading primarily with nearby
northern Europe. By 1700, England’s commerce was global, and London had
become Europe’s leading seaport.

At first, the Navigation Acts hurt the colonists economically because they had
depended upon Dutch ships and Dutch manufactured goods. That changed by

1700. Protected by the Navigation Acts, British manufacturing and
shipping improved in quality and quantity, outstripping the Dutch.
The colonists could obtain better goods from British suppliers at
lower costs. Thereafter, colonists often protested some particular fea-
ture of the Navigation Acts, but not the whole system.

The Consumer Revolution Most colonists lived on farms or plan-
tations. There, they produced most of their own food, fuel, and home-
spun cloth. But no farm or plantation could produce everything that
a family needed. The colonists wanted to purchase expensive imported
goods, such as sugar from the West Indies, tea from India, and manu-
factured goods from Britain. To obtain those goods, every colonial
farm and plantation needed to produce a surplus of produce that they
could export.

The expanding transatlantic commerce produced a “consumer revo-
lution” that brought more and cheaper goods to the colonies. Between
1720 and 1770, colonial imports per person increased by 50 percent.
An immigrant from Germany marveled that “it is really possible to
obtain all the things one can get in Europe in Pennsylvania, since so
many merchant ships arrive there every year.”

British manufacturers increasingly needed the growing American
market. In 1700, the American colonies consumed about 10 percent of
British exports. The rate of consumption rose to 37 percent by 1772.

Global Trade
This young colonial girl enjoys tea 
from India, sugar from the West 
Indies, and wears a dress of cloth 
made in England. What products do 
people in the United States import in 
the twenty-first century?

A sugar bowl

� Analyzing the Visuals Have stu-
dents study the chart “The Naviga-
tion Acts.” Then, list these types of 
people on the board: a colonial mer-
chant; the captain of an English 
merchant ship; an indigo farmer in 
South Carolina; a family that drinks 
tea; a sugar grower in the French 
West Indies. Discuss with students 
how each of these people might have 
been helped or hurt by the Naviga-
tion Acts.

Independent Practice
Have students study the map on the 
next page and write a paragraph 
describing the triangular trade route 
and how it affected the English, the 
colonists, and the Africans.

Monitor Progress
As students write their paragraphs, 
circulate to make sure that they under-
stand the triangular trade and its 
effects on the people involved in it.

Answer

Caption Possible responses: foods, cars, 
electric appliances, televisions, clothing, 
shoes, machinery, steel, furniture, petroleum

L1
 

Special Needs Students L2
 

English Language Learners L2
 

Less Proficient Readers

Remind students that the Navigation Acts were trade 
laws that supported England’s mercantilist system. 
The following list contains major events linked in 
some way to the Navigation Acts. They are in 
sequence here. On the board, write these events out 
of sequence. Then, have partners write each state-
ment on a separate 3 x 5 index card. Tell students 
to arrange the cards in the proper sequence.

• American colonists trade directly with countries 
other than England.

• The English want to control trade with the colonies 
to benefit their own economy.

• Laws are passed stating that only English ships 
with English sailors can trade with the American 
colonies; all European goods going to the colonies 
must go through English ports where they are taxed.

• English business and shipping increase, and England 
gains wealth through higher taxes on imports.

• England uses its increased wealth to build a 
stronger navy.
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New Ideas Affect the 
American Colonies

Instruct
� Introduce: Key Terms Point out 

the key terms Enlightenment and 
Great Awakening (in bold) in the 
text. Ask students what types of 
movements these names suggest.

� Teach Remind students that 
Enlightenment thinkers Locke and 
Montesquieu believed in natural 
rights, the right to overthrow mon-
archs who abused their powers, and 
limited and clearly defined powers of 
government. Using the Idea Wave 
strategy (TE, p. T22), have students 
discuss the ways in which Enlighten-
ment ideas affected the role of gov-
ernment, especially in the English 
colonies. Then, have students con-
trast the focus of the Enlightenment 
with that of the Great Awakening. 
Ask What was the Great Awaken-
ing? (a religious revival, characterized 
by emotional worship) How was 
the Great Awakening a reaction 
against the Enlightenment? (It 
elevated personal religious experience 
over reason and learning as a means 
to spiritual understanding.) Draw 
students’ attention to the Primary 
Source quotation on the next page. 
Ask What is Jonathan Edwards 
using to spur religious awaken-
ing? (He is appealing to the emotion 
of fear, stating that sin will make 
people the object of God’s wrath. But, 
he is also saying that each person can 
be the author of his or her own salva-
tion.) Although it carried a 
different message than the 
Enlightenment, how did the 
Great Awakening have a similar 
impact on American colonists? 
(Both movements helped awaken feel-
ings of individual power and worth, 
although for different reasons.)

Answers

Caption England provided manufactured 
goods, such as guns and cloth, to West Africa. 
The colonies sent raw materials such as 
sugar, timber, and tobacco to England.

 

to increase English prosperity by encour-
aging the growth of English trade and 
shipping, by controlling the colonial 
trade, and by allowing the collection 
of certain import taxes

Benjamin Franklin Although Benjamin Franklin is 
remembered as a printer, inventor, diplomat, and 
businessman, he may be best known for his associa-
tion with some of the most important documents in 
American history.

Surprisingly, his career began with a teenage prank. 
Franklin worked as an apprentice for his brother James, 
a newspaper printer. He began inserting satirical essays 
into his brother’s paper, signing them “Silence Dogood.” 
James printed the letters and they became very popular 
with readers, though the colonial authorities did not find 
them amusing.

A few years later, Franklin bought his own newspa-
per and became known for his articles and his politi-
cal cartoons. Though many people could not read his 
paper, they understood the political meaning of the 
cartoons. Franklin went into numerous newspaper 
and printing ventures, including printing the highly 
successful Poor Richard’s Almanack. His experience 
as a printer and author led him into politics and to his 
contributions to both the Declaration of Indepen-
dence and the Constitution.

Grateful for the prosperity and consumer goods, the British as well as the colo-
nists felt greater pride in their shared empire.

Both the middle class and the poorer class, however, bought more than they
could afford. Americans suffered from a chronic trade imbalance, as they
imported more than they exported. Most colonists bore mounting debts. The
shortage of cash and the increasing debts fed a nagging unease at odds with the
overall prosperity and general contentment with the empire.

Triangular Trade Route During the 1700s, a pattern of trade emerged that
connected England, its colonies, and West Africa. Trade among the three conti-
nents had three main parts and formed a triangular shape (see the map on this
page). On the first leg of the journey, British ships loaded with manufactured
goods sailed to Africa’s west coast. There, they swapped British manufactures—
such as guns and cloth—for enslaved Africans. On the second, or middle, leg, the
traders then carried the enslaved Africans to the American colonies. After sell-
ing the slaves for colonial raw material—such as sugar, timber, and tobacco—
the traders returned to Europe.

What was the purpose of the Navigation Acts?

New Ideas Affect the American Colonies
During the 1600s and 1700s, Europe experienced an intellectual movement

known as the Enlightenment—a movement headed by thinkers who believed that
all problems could be solved using human reason. The Enlightenment challenged
old ways of thinking about science, religion, and government in Europe. Enlighten-
ment thinkers changed the way many American colonists viewed the world as well.

Triangular Trade
A three-part pattern of trade 
developed between Great Britain, 
West Africa, and Britain’s North 
American colonies. Merchants on 
three continents traded raw mate-
rials, manufactured goods, and 
enslaved Africans. What goods 
did England provide to West 
Africa? What did the colonies 
send to England?

L3
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� Analyzing the Visuals Have stu-
dents read the HISTORY MAKERS fea-
ture on the next page and study the 
illustration of George Whitefield. 
Ask students to discuss how White-
field’s image fits his message. (Sam-
ple: dark, severe clothing and grim 
face to evoke sternness and author-
ity; arms raised to the heavens to 
evoke spirituality)

Independent Practice
� Display Color Transparency: Rousseau 

and Voltaire. Ask students to use the 
information on the transparency to 
write a paragraph comparing and 
contrasting the two Enlightenment 
thinkers. Color Transparencies A-10

� Have students organize ideas about 
the Enlightenment and the Great 
Awakening in a concept web with the 
title “New Ideas Affect the Colonies.”

Monitor Progress
As students complete their concept 
webs, circulate to make sure that they 
understand the major ideas of each 
movement and how they began to 
change the way the colonists thought.

L1
 

Special Needs Students L2
 

English Language Learners L2
 

Less Proficient Readers

To help students master vocabulary, have them make 
a list of this section’s high-use words and key terms 
and people. Encourage students to include in the list 
any additional terms that may be new to them, such 
as monarch, coup, confiscate, or chronic. Then, have 
them create flashcards with the term on one side and 

its definition (or, in the case of a key person, an iden-
tifying statement) on the other side. For English Lan-
guage Learners, you may wish to have students add 
explanations in their first language to go with the 
flashcards. Pair students and have them use the 
flashcards to quiz each other.

Enlightenment Thinkers Offer New Worldviews Enlightenment philos-
ophers formulated new ideas and suggested radically new ways of thinking about
the world. However, these thinkers were influenced by the work of scientists who
were part of a movement now called the Scientific Revolution. During the 1500s,
scientists began to use observation and experimentation to learn about the phys-
ical world. Scientists, such as Sir Isaac Newton, used reason and observation to
formulate new ideas about mathematics and physics. Those ideas challenged the
traditional power of religious leaders to explain the physical world.

Enlightenment thinkers, like Rousseau and Voltaire of France and John Locke
of Great Britain, looked for natural laws that could be applied to government,
society, and economics. Many Enlightenment philosophers focused on govern-
ment. Some, like Locke, challenged the unlimited power of monarchs. Locke
believed that people had natural rights that came from God, and not from mon-
archs. Locke’s ideas would have an enormous influence on American political
leaders in the late 1700s. (See the infographic Roots of Democracy in this section.)

Impact on the Colonies A number of colonists were inspired by Enlighten-
ment ideas. One such person was Benjamin Franklin. A successful printer,
Franklin’s hunger for knowledge embodied Enlightenment ideals. He conducted
scientific experiments and invented a number of devices, including the lightning
rod and bifocal eyeglasses. Franklin authored almanacs and books. Not many
other colonists had the financial means to build their lives around the pursuit
of knowledge. The majority knew little about Enlightenment philosophers.

Religion in the Colonies Many colonists came to America to freely practice
their religions. However, most colonists were intolerant of religions other than
their own. This was especially true in New England, where the church establish-
ment was strongest. Because of its ethnic and religious diversity, many different
churches were tolerated in the Middle Colonies.

Churches filled a key role in social life, especially in rural areas. Families who
lived on widespread farms and plantations looked to the church as a place to
gather with members of their community. Churches also served as a public
space for reading government proclamations, for posting new laws, and for hold-
ing elections.

The Great Awakening During the mid-eighteenth century, a religious
movement swept through the colonies. Known as the Great Awakening, it was
a time when powerful evangelical preachers traveled from town to town giving
emotion-packed sermons that deeply touched listeners. Hundreds, sometimes
thousands, of people would come from miles around to be inspired by a
preacher’s words.

Preachers stressed that personal religious experience was important in seek-
ing God’s salvation. They rejected the Enlightenment view that everything in
the world could be explained by natural law and logic. Jonathan Edwards of
Massachusetts was a leading preacher during the period of the Great Awaken-
ing. Edwards used the vivid images of an angry God dangling unbelievers like a
spider over a roaring fire to inspire listeners to repent of their sins. In his well-
known sermon “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God,” Edwards urged people
to ask forgiveness for their sins:

“O sinner! Consider the fearful danger you are in: it is a 
great furnace of wrath, a wide and bottomless pit, full of the fire of wrath, that you are 
held over in the hands that God, whose wrath is provoked and incensed as much 
against you, as against many of the damned in hell. You hang by a slender thread.”

—Jonathan Edwards, 1741

A Fiery Preacher
Jonathan Edwards’s sermon “Sinners 
in the Hands of an Angry God” was 
reprinted many times. It warned 
readers to ask God’s forgiveness.
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Assess and Reteach
 

Assess Progress
� Have students complete the Section 

Assessment.

� Administer the Section Quiz. 
Teaching Resources, p. 21

� To further assess student under-
standing, use Progress Monitoring 
Transparencies, 32.

Reteach
If students need more instruction, 
have them read the section summary.

Reading and Note Taking 
Study Guide

Adapted Reading and 
Note Taking Study Guide

Spanish Reading and 
Note Taking Study Guide

Extend
To enrich and extend the lesson content, 
have students complete the Enrichment 
worksheet Connection to Economics: 
Mercantilism. Teaching Resources, 
pp. 13–14

Answer

 

It led to new, often more tolerant, 
churches. It also inspired the belief that 
if people could chose their religion then 
they might be able to make decisions 
about other major institutions, such as 
their system of government.

Section 2 Assessment
 

1. Responses should reflect an understand-
ing of each term or person listed.

2. Because they were English citizens, the 
American colonists believed that they 
were entitled to the same rights as peo-
ple living in England. They modeled 
local government institutions after those 
in England, and had an economic system 
that was English and controlled by 
English mercantilist policy.

3. Students’ lists should demonstrate their 
understanding of a problem and possible 

solutions, as well as the ability to realis-
tically compare the feasibility of possible 
solutions.

4. Possible response: Colonists gained a 
measure of independence and experience 
in running their own affairs. Years of this 
type of freedom probably made colonial 
leaders more likely to resist when the 
English tried to retake tighter control.

5. Sample answer: England and its colonies 
were part of one economic system, with 
England providing what it was best suited 
to provide and the colonies providing what 

they were best suited to provide. In this 
system, everyone prospered.

6. The Great Awakening was, in part, an 
emotional reaction to the Enlighten-
ment’s reliance on reason. Because the 
Great Awakening inspired Americans 
with a sense of their own power, it led to 
the growth of democratic ideas.

For additional assessment, have students access 
Progress Monitoring Online at Web 
Code nce-0304.

22SECTION

Assessment Progress Monitoring Online
For: Self-test with vocabulary practice
Web Code: nce-0304

Comprehension
1. Terms and People For each term 

or name below, write a sentence 
explaining its impact on the political or 
economic life of the English colonies in 
North America.
• Magna Carta
• Parliament
• English Bill of Rights
• habeas corpus
• salutary neglect
• mercantilism
• Navigation Acts
• Enlightenment
• Benjamin Franklin
• Great Awakening

2. Reading Skill: 
Identify Supporting Details Use
your completed outline to answer the 
Focus Question: How did English ideas 
about government and the economy 
influence life in the 13 colonies?

Writing About History
3. Quick Write: Brainstorm for 

Possible Solutions Choose one 
topic from this section, such as the 
Glorious Revolution, about which you 
could write a problem-solution essay. 
Use the text and your own knowledge 
to create a list of possible solutions to 
the problem that you have chosen to 
write about. Next, organize your list to 
rank the solutions from most effective 
to least effective.

Critical Thinking
4. Make Inferences How do you think 

England’s policy of salutary neglect 
toward the 13 colonies would affect 
the colonies’ future political and 
economic development?

5. Summarize How did England’s 
economic policies serve the interests 
of the British as well as the American 
colonists?

6. Recognize Cause and Effect How
did the ideas of the Enlightenment lead 
to the Great Awakening? How did the 
Great Awakening lead to the growth of 
democratic ideas in the 13 colonies?

George Whitefield (1714–1770)
A celebrated preacher, George Whitefield moved audiences with 
his message—and his powerful voice—in both Great Britain 
and the American colonies. In school, Whitefield developed skill 
at speaking and a passion for the Bible. In college at Oxford, he 
met John and Charles Wesley, who founded the Methodist 
Church. Whitefield had a powerful conversion experience 
and devoted the rest of his 
life to preaching. He gave 
more than 18,000 
sermons, sometimes 
speaking to crowds so large 
that the meetings had to be 
held outside. Along with 
travels across Britain, he 
journeyed to the colonies 
to preach, where the 
emotional power of his 
words and the message of 
salvation help launch the 
Great Awakening.

In 1739, George Whitefield, England’s most
celebrated preacher, came to tour the colonies.
For two years, he attracted large and enthusias-
tic crowds. Like Edwards, he promoted an emo-
tional style of worship. Indeed, Whitefield urged
common people to forsake ministers who favored
a more subdued and rational style. Many other
preachers copied Whitefield to spread the reviv-
als. Indeed, the Great Awakening did much to
inspire the American people with a sense of their
own power as individuals.

Effects of the Great Awakening The Great
Awakening had a profound impact on the colo-
nies. Preaching that individuals could find their
own salvation, the movement led to the formation
of new churches in the colonies. Many Presbyte-
rian, Dutch Reformed, and Congregationalist con-
gregations were split between those who followed
the preachers of the Great Awakening and those
who did not. Eventually, the acceptance of the new
churches contributed to an increase in tolerance.
The movement also led to a rise in democratic
belief in the colonies. Many preachers stressed
that formal church rites were not as important as feeling God’s spirit. Many col-
onists began to believe that if they could choose their method of worship, they
could decide on their form of government.

What was the significance of the Great Awakening on the 
colonies?
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