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March 4th was all about Dr. Seuss for 
these two principals. When the Central 
School took part in the celebration of 
Dr. Seuss’ birthday, Mr. Rapolla and Mr. 
Flynn were right there having a blast! 
Mr. Rapolla explained all of the fun 
activities he did with the kids. He was 
happy to read books to the 1st graders 
and really enjoyed eating green eggs 
and ham for breakfast. In addition to 
that, other fun reading activities took 
place that day.  Superintendent Mrs. 
Savoia, read to the 3rd graders in the 
library. Mr. Flynn read to kindergarten 
and board members came in and read 
to various classes throughout the 
school. This year, a new tradition began 
as the entire Keyport High School 
baseball team came and read with our 
2nd grade.  Students from 7th and 8th 
grade classes visited the Pre-k, 
Kindergarten, and 1st grade classes. 
And let’s not forget all the amazing 

News from the Principals 
parents that showed up that day to 
participate in this amazing experience! 
Mr. Flynn and Mr. Rapolla were excited 
to see the students of KCS participating 
all week in the Dr. Seuss celebration 
with their crazy socks, crazy hats, and 
mismatched clothes.  

We wanted to know which books by Dr. 
Seuss were the principals’ favorites. Mr. 
Rapolla happily responded that his 
favorite book would have to be One 
Fish, Two Fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish. When 
we asked Mr. Flynn that same question, 
he explained. His favorite Dr. Seuss book 
was also his son’s favorite book, Oh Say, 
Can You Say, Dinosaur? Our Principals 
are happy to see everyone working 
together as a community.  

 

By: Jordan Bright and Jenny Retana   
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Stepping It Up in Mrs. Walsh’s Class! 

1st Grade Fun! 

In like a lion, out like a lamb! That’s the title of Mrs. 
Walsh’s upcoming project.  Her fabulous pre-k class is 
learning about some fun March activities. In the 
beginning of March they made a lion from a water 
bottle. First, they took a water bottle and stuffed 
cotton balls inside filling it all the way.  Next, the 
children decorated the bottle with ears, eyes, legs, 
arms, and a tail.  Mrs. Walsh’s class did several other 
fun activities last month too.  The students used music 
to express themselves as well. As a game, the students 
moved their bodies according to the instructions given 
by the song they were listening to. They even start 
singing along! 
Mrs. Walsh has been teaching pre-k for 4 years. She 
feels the best way to form a bond with her students is 
to care and love them for who they are.  She will 
always be there for them through thick and thin.  
When they are having a difficult moment, it’s hard to 
understand what they are going through because 
they don’t always know how to explain their feelings 
and emotions. Mrs. Walsh’s class is one of the hardest 
working group of 3 and 4 year olds and are truly 
excited to learn. Every day they are forming friendships 
with their peers. She loves her class like a true family!  
 
By: Chynah Pinckney, Gigi Piccini, and Shannan Devlin 

More than halfway through what turning out to be an exciting 
and successful school year, the first grade is soaring through the school 
year with ease. Mrs. Perri’s class is full of students who strive to be the 
best they can be while still having a laugh. Not only do the children 
have fun with math and language arts lessons, Mrs. Perri and her 
students mix things up by having a dance party every Friday. Madison 
Quinn (age 7) explains “The dance parties are a lot of fun and are my 
favorite part of the day.”  The dance parties help ease the students 
through the challenging lessons by giving children a time to relax and 
have fun.  
 Core subjects are moving right along. The first grade math 
class is currently learning to create tables. Mrs. Perri is utilizing 
interactive tools such as number cubes to build hands-on learning 
skills. In Language Arts, centers are being used to promote 
cooperative learning with others. A popular favorite in the class are 
the reading center and technology centers. The technology center 
includes the use of the website “Starfall” (a free public service that 
teaches children to read) and the reading center requires a period of 
time for reading and then responding to questions.  

The students in first grade celebrated Dr. Suess’ birthday by 
spending a whole day dedicated to reading and enjoying the silly 
stories that are so well-known. The celebration started off with green 
eggs and ham breakfast and continued with a Read-A-Thon. Then the 
day ended with entertaining games in the gymnasium. For the Read-
A-Thon, students from grades K-5 arrived at school with blankets and 
their favorite books. Then in the classroom, they settled down and had 
quiet time where everyone cold relax and enjoy their books. Dr. Suess 
Day is not all just fun and games. It is a time for kids of all ages to build 
on their love for reading while being in a relaxing environment. 

With the rest of the year to go, first grade students can look 
forward to their class trips. They are heading to Holmdel Park and Turtle 
Back Zoo.  
 By: Jennifer Buritica 
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 3rd grade, is a place where the game of life starts.  Let’s ask some 3rd 
graders from Mrs. Lucas’ class about that. The students that were 
interviewed were Sean Zhou and Pilar Franco.   

Q. What have you recently learned in language arts?  

A.  Sean – We are currently learning expressions. 

 

Q. What have you been working on in math?  

A. Sean – We have been working on multiplying and dividing 
integers. 

 

Q. What have you been studying in science? 

A. Pilar – We have been studying ecosystems which are different 
environments all around the world. 

                 

Q. What are your favorite subjects? 

A. Pilar – My favorite subjects would be math and writing. 

     Sean – Mine would be math, reading, and science. 

 

By: Sean Concepcion and Billy Conroy 

Life in the 3rd Grade! 

Look out! 5th grade is moving fast and there is no sign of 
them slowing down. Lila Trench and Damon Jones both 
explained their favorite parts of this school year. They 
both really enjoy Ms. Rogers’s class and they love 
performing science experiments. The two kids are doing 
great in science and they are learning something new 
every day! We asked them some very specific questions 
about what they think about 5th grade. According to 
both students math is rather simple. Lila Trench stated that 
she’s having so much fun and Mrs. Murphy has made 
learning exciting.  Both of the students love that the 
teachers are kind and friendly. The teachers do a 
fantastic job making the classrooms welcoming. It’s 
almost like home for the students by decorating the 
classroom to go along with the holidays or special events.  
Lila and DJ both look forward to 6th grade and the 
magnificent lockers awaiting them. They can’t wait for 
the hilarious teachers who make learning fun and 
extremely easy! 

                                        
 By: Sam Clark and Terrell Cosby 

   Learning in the 5th grade! 
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7th Grade Is a Big Step 

7th grade is a big step forward in preparing for 
high school! As 7th graders we take new steps 
and experience new adventures every day. 
Two students from the 7th grade, Karina 
Figueroa and Paul Maldonado, shared with us 
their thoughts and feelings about life as a 7th 
graders at KCS. Both Karina and Paul said, 
their goals are to get good grades and make 
High Honor Roll. They also both agreed that 
they have really enjoyed learning real world 
math.  They hope it will help with situations 
they may encounter throughout their lives.  
Real world math teaches students to apply 
math in daily life activities such as calculating 
tips and tax, and figuring out discounts and 
percentages.   
Both Karina and Paul shared they are looking 
forward to the 8th grade. The 8th grade is a 
huge step in school before the journey to high 
school begins. KCS is a great school that has 
excellent academics.  
 
By: Ray Robinson and Laurence Wilson 

 

 
A day in pre-k begins with a nice greeting.  They walk in 
tired, but wake up as soon as gym class starts. After the 
students have had some high energy fun, it is time to 
start the day. Circle time begins and singing fills Mrs. 
Annucci’s room.   A review of the calendar and a look 
out the window for the daily weather report, and these 
eager students know what sort of day it is going to be. 
 Anyone hungry?  The children dig in and eat a 
snack of their choice, varying from crackers to pretzels.  
After a good snack, playtime begins.  Students enjoy 
their moments of free time, but thenthings get serious.  
Centers begin and the hard work gets done.  Mrs. 
Annucci’s most difficult activity to teach is letter 
pronunciation.  But her personal favorite activity is 
reading. She’s very excited about the new project the 
children have begun. Currently they are creating a town 
composed of cardboard boxes. After a morning of work, 
it is lunchtime and scrumptious food is brought in for 
eating.  Lunch is almost as relaxing as what comes next, 
naptime!  They lay down their blankets and pillows and 
take a peaceful nap.  The day ends with some fun 
Smartboard activities that promote learning. By the end 
of the year, the students will be ready to take on 
kindergarten.  Mrs. Annucci’s classroom is a blast! 
 
By: David Applegate 
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The KCS Softball Team 

The following is an interview between the Keyport Central 
School softball coach Ms. M and 7th grades Jasmin Torrez, 
and Yordy Castro.  
  
Q: What made you want to coach the girls’ softball team? 
A:  To help improve the girl athletes of Keyport. 
 
Q:  When students are interested in joining the team, when 
are the tryouts, and where will they be held? 
 
A: The tryouts will be held on March 28th at Main Street field. 
 
Q: How many girls are expected to be on the team? 
A: Between13-14 girls, but can vary up to 16. Tryouts are 
open to grades 6th – 8th.  
 
Q: Do you encourage good sportsman ship, If so then how? 
A: I do encourage it.  I try to teach the girls to respect 
everyone around them. 
 
Q: What do the girls do to prepare for the game? 
A:  Practice hard and communicate with another. They 
practice between 4 to 5 times per week. Also I encourage 
team bonding. 
 
Q: How many injuries do the girls get per season and how do 
you treat them? 
A: Maybe 1 to 2 injuries but even if you’re injured you are still 
part of the team. 
 
Q: What do you think is the hardest position to play? 
A: Catcher because they have to kneel during the game. 
The equipment is heavy and they can see the entire field. 
 
Q: Do you feel the uniforms are appropriate? 
A: Yes, they are red and the school provides them. 
 
Q: How do you feel when the team wins? 
A: Fantastic. It shows our hard work paid off. 
 
Q: Do you think the girls are too focused on the softball 
games and not on their homework? 
A: Grades are important. School always comes before 
athletics. 
 
By: Jasmin Torrez and Yordy Castro  
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4th Grade 
Natasha Betancourt 
Tyler Calgut 
Brynn Champagne 
Timothy Connallon 
Jackelyne Cruz 
Jack Dinnigan 
Ariel Jackson 
Natalie Ortman 
Donald Thompson 
Gladis Vasquez 
Ashley Yansaguano 
5th Grade 
Markaysha Anderson 
Kyle Ely 
Emily Francis 
Emma Grabowski 
Nayeli Herdoiza 
Evelin Hernandez 
Connor Johnson 
Mustafa Kilic 
Joseph Lanzaro 
Aubrey Lecompte 
Joseph Mantino 
Jamie Marroquin 
Reese Meehan 
Indirah Mitter 
Shannon O’Donnell 
Russell Wood 
6th Grade 
Keris Calhoun 
Gabriella Digregorio 
Riley Gray 
Michael Hands 
Tyler Maher 
Adan Martinez 
Arielak Marroquin 
Sebastian Paladines 
Lizebeth Rodriguez 
Morgan Walling 
Shamar White 
7th Grade  
Joshua Blackmon  
Jordan Bright 
Briana Cesareo  
Shannan Devlin 
Tyler Ely  
Micheal Handler 
Eric Jacobson 
Nicole Ksepka 
Jair Mariano 
Alexis Vasquez  
8th Grade  
Ricjard Applegate  
Alyssa Digregorio 
Zyaire  Sterling  
Natalie Trojacki  
 

4th Grade  
Sean Balint  
Jack Dipaolo 
Alivia Mathew 
Anthony Mimes  
Stella Regina 
5th Grade  
Troy Alvarez  
Isabella Fitzpatrick 
Britney Mallon 
Kaylie Martinez 
Jaclyn Roberts 
Riley Troisi 
6th Grade 
Lucas Dant 
Christian Iosue 
Gabriella Malinconico 
Anjali Shaffer 
Jared Sheridan 
Jordan Smith 
Nicholas Wroblewski 
Vincent Zhou 
7th Grade 
E’Lani Log-Williams 
Erika Klein 
Paul Maldonado 
8th Grade 
Samantha Aumack 
Nadine El Maalem 
Kassidy Gray 
Mackenzie Matarese 

4th Grade 
Jacob Bardinas 
Makayla Bruno 
Madison Calabrese 
Kasani Haskins 
Trinity Hendricks 
Sean Hudson 
Olivia Leonard 
Jackson McPeek 
Andrew Obando 
Antonio Vasquez 
5th Grade 
Nabil El Maalem 
Daniel Gross 
Grace Rosman 
Lila Trench 
6th Grade 
Angela .B. Gallo 
Mikayla Germek 
Michele Herrera 
Kimberly Kutschman 
Christian Maldoado 
Vincent Panzarelli 
Alyssa Rebelo 
Emily Savicky 
Mariagarzia Schiano 
Nataniel Smith 
Salvatore Tornetto 
7th Grade 
David Applegate 
Halie Aumack 
Ashley Bertics 
Jennifer Buritica 
Alejandro Layana 
John Mallon 
Julian Rebelo 
Alison Sickles 
Christopher Wright 
8th Grade 
Sean Barrett 
Marlana  Dant 
Robert Denny 
Ashley Mallon 
Anna Panzarelli 

High Honors 

Congratulations! High 
Achievers of the 

2nd Marking Period 



 
 Spirit Days  Keyport Central School Spirit Days 

Friday, April 4 – Hawaiian Day 
 

Friday, April 25 - School Spirit Day (wear a school shirt or 
red and white). 

 
Friday, May 2 – Twin Day (you and a friend dress alike). 

 
Friday, May 23 - School Spirit Day (wear a school shirt or 

red and white). 
 

Friday, June 6 - School Spirit Day (wear a school shirt or 
red and white). 

7th Grade Media Reporters 
 

 

Newsletter Editors: Haile Aumack and 
Angelika Ortiz 
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